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Prologue
Planning for a Canal Boat Trip

Search for “England Canal Boat Rental” and you will find all sorts of information.
We sent off for several brochures, finally settling on Black Prince because they
seemed to offer the location, boats, timing, and prices we wanted.

Once we had an idea of what was available, we had to choose a starting (and
ending) point and a route. Waterway guides are very useful. We have used the
Nicholson Waterways Guides on two different trips and find them top-notch. We
ordered two that cover the general area of interest for this trip:

o Severn, Avon & Birmingham: Waterways Guide 2
o Birmingham & the Heart of England: Waterways Guide 3

You will want to do more than just ply the canals, and a guidebook to the country is
helpful. We do not follow all his advice, but we still recommend a book such as Rick
Steves’ England 2013 Guidebook. Even if you never get to England, the books are

amusing reading.

Once you have selected company, region/canal, and must-see sights, you can
determine a specific starting place and duration. Use these two numbers when
planning:

e Under ideal conditions, the boat will go a maximum of 3.25 miles per hour —
but to be safe figure that it will take two hours to go five miles.

e Under ideal conditions, you can traverse a lock in about 15 minutes — but to
be safe figure it will take an hour to traverse three locks.

The specific route we chose had 94 locks and slightly over 100 miles — so 33 hours
for locks plus 20 hours for travel = 53 hours of cruising. A week’s charter is 6% days,
two weeks is 13% days. Using the latter, we had to cruise about 4 hours each day on
the average, which gave us the flexibility to spend a few afternoons sightseeing or
on the internet at a friendly pub.


http://www.black-prince.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Severn-Avon-Birmingham-Waterways-Nicholson/dp/0007455240/
http://www.amazon.com/Birmingham-Heart-England-Waterways-Nicholson/dp/0007452586
http://travelstore.ricksteves.com/catalog/index.cfm?fuseaction=product&theParentId=12&id=311
http://travelstore.ricksteves.com/catalog/index.cfm?fuseaction=product&theParentId=12&id=311
http://serendipitytravels.info/

Some would stop their planning here, and just cruise and see what happens. That
was our approach on our first canal boat trip nine years ago. This time, however, we
went a bit further.

f Stockton

Continuing west, the canal passes to the north of Stockton and descends Stockton Locks, where you
will notice the remains of the old narrow locks beside the newer wide ones. Around here there is
achange in landscape, with the hills coming much closer to the canal, broken by old quarries and
thick woods along the south bank. The quarries produced blue lias, a local stone, and cement which

of the Thames

Huge fossils have been found in the

was used in the

blue lias clay, which is the lowest layer from the Jurassic period. This section contrasts greatly with
the open landscape that precedes and follows it. The canal passes Long Itchington, a village with a
large number of pubs, including two on the canal, all the while flanked by open arable land backed
on both sides by hills. This pleasant emptiness is broken only by further locks continuing the fall to
Warwick. Of particular interest are the top two locks at Bascote, just beyond the pretty toll house,
which form a staircase. Then the canal is once again in quiet, wooded, countryside.

Stockton
Warwicks PO, tel, stores, Chinese takeaway. Stockton
is a largely Victorian village in an area which has
been dominated by the cement works to the west
St Michael's church is built of blue lias, quarried
near Stockton Locks, although the tower is of red
sandstone.

Long Itchington

Warwicks. PO, tel, stores, garage. A large housing
estate flanks the busy A423; the village proper lies
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ashort walk to the north west, and is very attractive.
Apart from the proliferation pubs there are houses of
the 17th and 18th C, and impressive poplars around the
village pond. St Waulfstan, who later became Bishop of
Worcester, was bor here in 1012.

Holy Trinity A largely 13th C church whose tall spire
was blown down in a gale in 1762, and replaced with
astump. Parts of the south aisle date from the 12th C.
although the 13th C windows are perhaps the building's
best feature.

&Stockton Top Marina Stockton, Rugby Road CV47 BHN (01926 492068; www kateboats.co.uk)
By bridge 2. @ D Pump out, gas, long-term mooring, slipway, toilets.
&Warwickshire Fly Boat Company Stop Lock Cottage, Stockton CVa7 8LD (01926 812093; www wibco.

<0.uK). By the Kayes Arm. i & Gas, long-term mooring, dry dock, boat sales, engine repairs, chandlery,
telephone, toilets, showers, solid fuel, laundrette, books and maps.

(BStockton Dry Dock Company Stop Lock Cottage, Stockton CV47 8LD(01926 814441
www.stocktondrydock com). Boatbuilding and repairs. Dry dock
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@)X The Crown 8 High Street, Stockton V47

)2 (01926 812255). A cosy, traditional village pub
where bar meals are served in large portions L and
E. Real ales, Children welcome. Outside seating
and boules court. Open all day.

@The Boat Inn Birdingbury Wharf, Rugby Road
(V23 8HQ (01926 812349 www.theboatinn.info).
Canalside at bridge 21. A pleasant old pub with a
fine map, painted by Dusty Miller, around the top
of the bar. Real ale. Grills and bar meals L and £
Mon & Tue; all day Wed-Sun 11.00-21.00. Children
welcome, canalside garden with play area. Blues
and jazz bands Sat eves. Annual beer and blues
festival June/July.

@The Blue Lias Inn Stockton Road, Stockton
(V47 BLD (01926 812249; www.bluelias.com)
Canalside at bridge 23. A well-kept and attractive
pub, with a pleasant canalside garden. Be prepared
for the uneven interior brickwork, which may look
straighter when you have enjoyed one of the real
ales they regularly keep. Bar meals L and E. Live
music outside Sat eves in summer. Children are
welcome, but they must remain seated. Moorings.
@The Two Boats Inn Southam Road, Long
Itchington CV47 9QZ (01926 812640; wwiw.2boats.
co.uk). Canalside at bridge 25. A good selection of
real ale is available in this fine pub, built in 1743. At
one time there was a forge and stables here for the
boat horses. Bar meals and grills L and £, Children
welcome. Garden. Live music Sat.

®The Cuttle Inn Southam Road, Long ltchington
(V47 9QZ (01926 812314 wwwthecuttleinn co.uk)
Canalside at bridge 25 Traditional locals’ pub with
outside seating and children’s play area. Real ale and
bar food L & E. Live bands at weekends. Moorings,
®The Duck on the Pond The Green, Long
Itchington CV47 9Q) (01926 B15876:
www.theduckonthepondiongitchington.co.uk)
Specialising in food, this pub overlooks the village
green and pond. Queen Elizabeth | once stayed in
the black and white timbered building opposite. Real
ale, and a wide range of meals are served L and £.
Children welcome L, and there is sometimes jazz
during the summer. Garden.

®)XThe Buck & Bell The Green, Long Itchington
V47 gPH (01926 811177, www.buckandbellpub.
co.uk). Real ale. Bar Meals L and E.

®)XThe Harvester Church Road, Long ltchington
V47 9PE (01926 B12698; www.theharvesterinn.
co.uk). Small, family-run village local serving real ale.
Bar and restaurant meals, L and E. Children welcome.
@The Green Man Church Road, Long

Itchington CV47 gPW (01926 812208;
www.greenmanlongitchington.co.uk). Just past the
church, this is a fine traditional community pub with
avery low ceiling in the corridor. Real ale and bar
snacks, Family room and garden. Camping. Open all
day Fri-Sun and 17.00-23.00 Mon-Thur.
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at bridge 18 and National Cycle Route 41 makes use
thlpnh between bridge 21 indﬁ\eﬂkused railway bridge east of bridge 27, It re-oins at bridge 34. ° |
making it ive alternative route.

Using both the Nicholson’s Guide and Google Earth, we were able to come up with a

detailed itinerary — which we followed fairly closely. The picture above is one of the
pages from the Guide, where we used red tags for evening stops and blue for lunch
(our route in this area was from east to west). The picture on the next page is from
Google Earth, showing three of the locks in that area.

We plotted the whole trip on Google Earth (third picture) which you should be able
to see by following this link.


https://maps.google.com/maps/ms?msid=216140407804364325564.0004d70f5e5a7da1ac60b&msa=0&source=gplus-ogsb
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001. Starting Point

We pick up, and return, the boat here.

002. Grand Union Canal

We begin our journey by heading north-westerly.

003. Calcutt Top Lock

First locks, less than a mile into our journey, we encounter the 3
Calcutt Locks.

003a. Calcutt Bottom Lock

004. Birdingbury Wharf

There's a pub across the bridge — looks like a good place to tie up {
first night! Sadly, the pub was not open (appears to be out of
business) so we had dinner on board, {Saturday 22 June 2013} 3
005. Stockton Top Lock

First of a fight of many locks we will descend through today.
005a. Ichington Bottom Lock

Stockton and Ichington form a flight of 10 locks.

006. Long Ichington

After 10 locks, fm sure we will want to stop here for refreshment
Pubs on either side of the canal, we should be able to get a brew
Both were open, but only one served lunch — good enough

007. Bascote Top Lock

The first two locks are a staircase, then there are two more just
down the way.

007a. Bascote Bottom Lock

008. Welsh Road Lock
009. Wood Lock

010. Fosse Top Lock
010a. Fosse Bottom Lock

011. Radford Bottom Lock
Last of the 20 locks today — we'll cruise until we find a convenient
pub.

012. Royal Leamington Spa

Pubs on either side of the canal, surely one wil be open for dinner
and we'll spend the night here. Better luck than last night — a great
dinner! {Sunday 23 June 2013} 7.5 miles from Birdingbury W

013. River Avon Aqueduct
The canal crosses the river on an aqueduct — seems strange to be
on a boat looking down at a river, but that's the way things are
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